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Abstract

This researcher investigates natural disasters, especially the floods that occurred in the
Trang municipality. Flooding almost always has a devastating impact on life, property and the
livelihood of the community. Schools in the Trang municipality are faced with the having to
repeatedly drain flooding and repair damages from it. The researcher, as an early childhood
teacher, is critically aware of flooding and the disastrous impact such an incident can have.
Therefore, the researcher is striving to make provisions; to be prepared for future flooding that
may occur and equip the community too. The concept is to create tools for knowledge transfer,
integrated by experience in natural disasters, particularly floods. Targeting early childhood, this
research has two primary objectives: the first focuses on developing and evaluating the
effectiveness of the INDisaster model on floods. The second centers on instilling (and the
manner thereof) a foundation of basic survival skills to young children, that are required to
navigate and survive a flood, should one occur.

The INDisaster model was formed by the integration of two learning variations (induction
and discovery) with the aid of a sample of 30 early childhood students — from the “1/1” class at
the Thetsaban Sangkhawit school. The learning was implemented via six activities in the context
of natural disasters, that related to floods. The effectiveness of the INDisaster model is indicated
and proven by using the pre-test and post-test results, which were compared after the six
activities were completed by the students. The testing consisted mostly of observing the
behavioral responses of the students, based on the different media and activities they were
confronted with.

The INDisaster Model boasted an achievement of improving the pre-test average
scores from 43.7 to 73.8 post-test — clearly illustrating the impact of the leaming. The
comparative results in the learning achievement pre-test to post-test indicates knowledge
development in ‘Flood for Early Childhood Survival Management’ significantly improving
towards the aforementioned aspirations of the project. Furthermore, this provides a basis to
state that young students are interested in flood simulation demonstrations, flood story
cartoons, motor and rhythmic activities and cartoon books respectively, as these were some of
the popular activities implemented. The integrated teaching skills and INDisaster Model for
flood survival management can motivate learning and ensure every child has fundamental
knowledge and simulated experience in basic survival for flooding.
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